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Abstract:

The individuals' negative behavior towards environment in general, and
towards treating solid waste in particular, is considered one of the most major
obstacles that hinders improving the environmental conditions in developing
countries,purticularly the Arab world including Palestine. It is up to the present
moment that no efficient road map or guidelines came into being to improve
behavior. As a result, this study aims to explore the cultural factors that affect
behavior through identifying the effect of the studied variables from a cultural
perspective (religious Education, norms and Morals, sense of responsibility,
religious understanding, affiliation to land and home) on the behaviors of
individuals in treating solid waste In the cities of Ramallah and Al-Bireh, and the
cultural factors added by the subjects of the sample. It also aims to find the
best cultural methods viewed by the population of the study so as to formulate
the environmental guidelines that could produce substantial and positive effect
on the behavior of individuals when treating solid waste. The study basically
adopted field observation method by watching Of the behavior of community
members in markets and others. The study combined the qualitative and

guantitative approach by filling out questionnaires from a sample of 400
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members of the community, as well as interviewing social experts and others.
Then, it analyzed the content of a group of recent environmental campaigns
and advertisements issued by specialized bodies or entities. The results of the
study revealed that there is a dominant culture which has a strong effect on the
behavior of the study subjects in treating waste. The responses of the members
of the populations of the study to the items of the questionnaire that dealt with
the effect of cultural factors on the behavior towards treating waste materials
were less negative than the responses on the items that directly tested
behavior. The population of the study gave more weight to the factors of
(bringing up family members and the norms related to morals). It gave them
the highest degrees of efficiency in affecting the behavior to deal positively
with waste. The sense of being responsible and the role of enhancing
curriculum came next) . The least support was related to (religious and national
norms). The analysis of the content revealed the weakness of the effect of
environmental campaigns as they lack any cultural aspects that could possibly
affect behavior. The study recommended tackling the issue of negative
behavior in treating wastes as a negative phenomenon and to start changing
this negative view at all administrative and social levels, adding that it is
necessary to design a national, instructional comprehensive plan Its focus is on
linking positive behavior to cultural values targeting all family members, the
society and its institutions. The study also recommended giving much
importance to collaboration and cooperation between social media, experts

and specialists in the field of raising environmental awareness.
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